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This pamphlet is devoted to the activities of Abel 


Buell as a silversmith, engraver, type founder and inventor. 

He was born in Killingworth, Connecticut, February 1, 

1742 , He was convicted in March, 1764 by the Superior Court 
at Norwich, Connecticut, for altering Connecticut 5 shilling 
notes to i>5 notes and, in accordance with the law, had his 
property forfeited, his ear clipped, and his head branded with 
a "C”, After spending over a year in jail he was released, 
and by 1770 had moved to New Haven, Connecticut, doing copper plate 
engravings of maps, Yale College diplomas, etc. His type foundry 
was subsidized by the colony. On March 1, 1775 9-“ advertisement 
appears indicating that his properties were attached for debts, 
and he left for New York, His whereabouts are not known between 
that date and May of 1778, but during his absence his wife carried 
on his business and claimed that she was so successful that she 
acquired enough money to repay 4100 to the State for the loan 
for the type foundry and to clear debts. The Treasurer of the 
State of Connecticut received the 4100 payment on October 17> 1777, 
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In May, 1778, he is shown to be the owner of the 
sloop Porcupine, which was to operate as a privateer, and he 
became one of the most active business men in Nev; Haven, Conn, 
There is no indication in this book that his counterfeiting of 
Continental notes took place during his absence. 

In 1785 , when the State of Connecticut authorized the 
coining of coppers, Buell was again in a position of trust and 
owned l/8th of its stock, A stamping machine is supposed to 
have been made by Buell, and he was an expert die cutter. The 
coining machine he perfected was supposed to be able to turn 
out coppers at the rate of 120 per minute. In I 789 , when he 
left for England, he gave permission to his son to coin coppers 
during his absence. The fact that he possessed the apparatus 
after the company had ceased operations indicated that he was 
more than just an ordinary stockholder. Between November 12, 
1785 and June 1, 1787 the company coined and submitted for 
weighing to the State Inspector 28,94-4 lb, of coppers, amount¬ 
ing in money to i!>3859« is indicated the business was not 

very profitable, as it would not have been closed down if it 
were. The State received 5^ of ihe production. In I 789 , when 
he went to England, it was said that his purpose was for secur¬ 
ing copper in quantity for the operation of a mint. 

On March 30, 1793> when he put a mortgage on his New 
Haven residence, he was described as residing at a cotton raanu- 
factury near New York, N,Y, Eventually he moved to Hartford, 
Connecticut, He died on March 10, 1822, 



2 - i- 3 

. )^S^ 

A^ B-<XJZ 

.^vwV -Xi*w '^~~s--'‘i^Z^ 


Cny /^? ^ 

0A/^ 4 ^ 

/V-A.-\X>VV.trVl>' 

~r6^ rw'v v-<aAA«-v^ fi-UL-. U^ 



, ] . ^ ? A ■ M 








May 25 , 1948 


Connecticut and Vermont Coppers of British Type, 
by Howard H, Kurth, 

Feb. 1942 Numismatist, Vol, LV, No. 102, p. 102 


British American Colonial Coins, 
by Damon G. Douglas, 

Apr. 1948 Numismatist, Vol. LXI, No. 4, p. 249, states 

"This flood of early state coppers, counter¬ 
feit British coppers and privately issued 
tokens all passing at many times their 
intrinsic value reached a peak in I 789 when 
a growing refusal to accept them led to an 
extensive depreciation and to a wide spread 
eruption of penny paper notes." 
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Connecticut 

10/2U/85 - No person shall coin or manufacture copper 
coin of any description or size withP^'p^mission of the General 


Assembly 


to prevent importing over 50 specimens of any 


description or size of copper coin except authorized by a 
State or Federal government did not pass leaving Connecticut 




unprotected from copper coins made elsewhere 
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CONNECTICUT AND VERMONT COPPERS OF BRITISH TYPE 
By Howard H, Kurth 

The Numismatist, Feb. 1942 Vol. LV, No. 2, p. 102 


The following points are made: 

George II English half pence face left while George III face 
right, and thus the American colonies were used to profiles 
facing either direction, George II had a square shaped pro¬ 
file, with high forehead and a firm jaw. George III had a 
round shaped head with a sharply sloping forehead and a weak 
chin. These characteristics were copied in the making of 
dies for the Connecticut and Vermont cents. The Connecticut 
cents used a draped bust on occasion instead of the armored 
bust. The Connecticut cents often had a Liberty cap mounted 
on the staff of the figure on the reverse and had meridianal 
and latitudinal lines on the globe. All Connecticut cents 
contained a shield which has 3 vines, although this can be 
seen on only a small fraction of the Connecticut cents. The 
Vermont coins have a Britannic shielf of the type on the 
English half pence. The globe on the Vermont coins is plain 
surfaced. The busts are all armored. All the coins of Ver¬ 
mont are copied from George II or George III British half 
pennies except the baby head and except those coined under 
the first contract of 1785 which Mr, Harmon had with the 
State, 


EPN/me 


Eric P, Newman 


00M3GTICUT Aim 


VKRMOKT C0PP7IRU 
Oy BRITISH TYPS 


HDmRD H. KURfH 
Sohenectad^r# H*T, 


(Papor pi’esont'sd to the Philadelphia Convention of the A» K» A*) 


^ilhat the copper coins of Connecticut (1785-17B8) and of Vonaont (1786- 
1738) are of the sarae gmerel t.7}3e as tho regtilar British halfpennies of George 

II and George III is obvious to anyone vho Ims laade even a casual coit^irison. 

Yet writers in descrihin,-.? the early American coinages usually neglect, for some 
reason or other, to mention this in^jortant fact. 

In theso early V'^ntures in coinage authorized by the States it is not 
surprising that some atteupt was made to produce a coin thiit hsd the general 
appaarance of the copper timt was then in circulation, The people wore already 
familiar with the :.^gllsh halfpemiies, and to some ext nt vdth their Bungtown 
imitations, Tixen, too, the precedent had already been long established by English 
speculators of privately issuings copper pieces that ’.yore xmssable imitation of re~ 
gular halfpmnies, but by certain variations in ttie inscriptions could not be 
strictly considered counterfeits, The inscriptions on coins were, after all, in 
Latin, often abbreviated, and were understood T::y very few of the people, ‘hren 
couplete chaiii.’^s in the Inscrijjtion would readily go unnoticed and would not hinder 
the general circulation of a coin. Considering the many errors found on the coins 
of Oonneotiejut, for exanqplo, it seems that even some of the engravers who cut the 
dies were possibly entirely ignorant of the meaning of the inscriptions on the very 
coins tiiey were m^dcing. 

In the wording of tlie coinage laws, both Connecticut and Vermont were 
careful to avoid an open declaration of any intention of imitating the current 
copper coins of England, The Connecticut law prescribed, ’*a man's he?id on on© 
side and on the other side the fsnblm of Liberty.” Relative to the second con¬ 
tract let to Reuben Hamon ly the State of Vesraont for the coinage of copper, the 
law called for, ”on one side a heisd,-on the reverse a w^man,” * 

The regular iBritish halfpennies of George II (1729-1754) and of George 

III (1770-1775) are ver^r common, and fine specimens cjui be obtained at a nominal 
price. They bear on tSie obverse a laureate bust of the King in cuiisiss and the 
inscription, ’’G ORGIVB II (or III) llFCt,” The reverse bears a fcsnale figure to the 
left seated on a globe. In her ri^t outstretched hand she holds an olive branch. 

In her left hand, with forefinger pointed upward, she holds a apejir. To the right 
is an ornate British shield with scrolls at top and bottom, The inscription reads 
”BRITAB-.HIA, •' and in tiie exergue is the date. The collector of early American coins 
slould have exataples of these halfj;>enni 08 so that he may compare them with the cop¬ 
pers of Vermont and Connecticut, Also of interest for coimjarison are the spurious 
<X)pper8 that were privately manufactured in Blrminghaja and" other places. Some of 
these, the so-caJLled Bungtowns, bear altered and sometimes nonsensical inscriptions; 
others are strictly counterfeits and, like the regulr^r coins, bear tlie king's name 
and t)ie wrd, "Britannia," Some of the latter cart;;- datos between the years 1754 and 
1770, or between the y >ars 1775 and 1799, proving them certainly false, as no gen¬ 
uine British halfpennies were issued in tiiese periods. 

It ffii^t be well to conpare the coins of George 11 with those of Georgs 
III. The most apimrent difference is that George II faces left, while George HI 
faces ri^t. George II is shown with a rather square sliaped pr file, ^yith 
forehead and firm Jaw, George III, on tne other hand, has a relatively round 
shaped head, with shiiply sloping forehead and weik ciiin. On the early coins of 
George II the lower truncation of the bust ciirves dowriward, roughtly parallel to 
the edge of tne coin. On tne coins of George HI tne truncation of tlie shoulder 
curves upward, opposed to the curve of tne coin's lower ed^^e. blth these differ¬ 
ences in mind, the bust of either George H or of George HI can be identified on 
many of the coins of Connecticut and Vermont in siiite of the crude style that is 
typical of these series. 

The major difference between tiie Britisn coppers and their American imi¬ 
tations is found, of course in the inscriptions. Instsiid of the name and title of tl« 
King, they be r the words, "AUCTOBl COIIKIC." or "VBMN. AUCTORI" (ly mthority of 
Connecticut or Vejnaont), The rfTverses instead of "Britannia" have, "IITDE, J3T LIB," 
(Independence and Liberty), 


Howeror, attaition should also he .fivon to ti\e minor respects in ^ich the 
Americana coins differ from their .Dritish models. 

The coins of Connecticut show more oi'iginaliV in detail than those of 
Vermont, !15ie bust of Ceorge II on the Connoeficwt pieces is aonetimos shorn with 
ar^ed rather than ouirassei bust. The figure of ''Independence and Liberty" 
(Britannia) often bears a Liberty cap mounted on her staff. The glove on which she 
is seated is usually delineated with meridianal and latitudinal circles, A signi¬ 
ficant detail to which little notice has been taken is on the siiield. On most Gon-i 
necticut cop-iers the devices on the shield are unfortuiuitely not visible. However/ 
on some varieties, in fine condition, there can be seen three fij^es that nW 

be mist^en for misshapen dollar signs, Theoe are really intended to \fs three tJ 
of the State seal, ©le original colonial seal of about 1644 repre ;anted a vineyaf 
of fifteen vines, and above the vines a hand holding a scroll with the motto, "qlf 
Transtulit ;3ustinet,« This was modified in 1711 and the xrnnber of vines was redl 
vhree. The vines symbolize tiie colony brought over and planted there in the wil? 
and the motto (He who trimsj)lanted continues to sustain) expresses the belief thi^^. 
who brought over tho vin-? continues to take care of it. 

The coins of 7erBr»nt on the of* er hand coisy the British half^jennles more 
closely, Qie shield is invariably Britannic, The globe, when visible at all, is 
plain surfaced, Ihe spear is never surmounted by a Liberty cap. The busts are all 
in cuirass and, with the exception of the so-called "Baby head," are all crude but 
recognizable portraits of the King - George II facing left, or George III facing 
ri^t. The Baby head, irith its hi^i bulging forehead, seems to be the result of an 
atteraj^t on the part of a rather inexperienced die cutter to go to the opposite ex¬ 
treme and to make, perhaps for patriotic reasons, a jortrait as unlike George III 
as possible. This, however, is a mere conjecture and should be considered as such, 

'Ve must not overlook the Vermont copper of 1787 with "Britannia" reverse, 
which 113^trates more cocpletely than any other coin the subject of this paper. 
Instead of o:pres8ing "Independence and Liberty" it bears the inscription "Britan¬ 
nia," It is true however tinat on all exanples of this variety the word "Britannia" 
is extremely weak ajid never conpletoly legible. Nothing of the data shows but part 
of the final seven, l/o do not believe that tiiis is entirely due to wealc striking as 
the obverse is often v^ry strong, but think that some attempt must have been made to 
obliterate the reverse inscription by filing down the field of the reverse die, A- 
ccording to Crosby, this piece was probably struck at Thomas Machin's Mint, Newburg, 
N.y. If anything, it seems to supijort the suspicion of some authorities that this 
mint was at one time engJiged in the manufacture of count*=rfeit British hiilf^iennies. 

As a makeshift emergency, or to save the trouble of malcing a new die, one of the 
"Britannia" dies mi^it havo been used to serve as a Vermont reverse. This theory 
would be substantiated if a counterfeit British halfpenny could be fo^md struck with 
tiiis saiae rf?vorEedie, One of the moat distinctive ciniracteristics of this particular 
reverse die is the tiny S-shaped fold in the drapery of Britannia's lap, and this 
might possibly serve as a clue to identify it in some as yet undiscovered combination 
with some other obverse. 

In n^ng: a study of the co ns of Connecticut and the later issues of 
Vermont we should not lose sight of the import;mt fact that the type is in imitation 
of the British halfpennies, v.hen exhibits of early American coins are made, British 
halfpennies should bo included so that this significant characteristic of two of our 
early State coii^es can be clearly demonstrated. A realistic approach to the study 
is necessary if we are to develop a keener and more undei-stending ap]'.reciatlon of our 
nei^ected early coins. 
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October 8, 1951i 


Connecticut State Library 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing a book on copper coinage and would very much ap¬ 
preciate it if you could look a small matter up for me in the 
original records of the State of Connecticut. 

In January, 1789 a committee was appointed to Inquire into the 
conduct of those authorized to manufacture and coin coppers 
in Connecticut, this being approved by both the upper and lower 
Houses. The report is dated April 7, 1789 and was presented to 
the General Assembly in May, 1789. The only copy of this report 
which I am familiar with in published form is in Sylvester 
Crosby's "Early Coins of America", page 222. In that book he 
states that the original records are in the State Library at 
Hartford, under "Miscellaneous - Volume III - pages 2U3 to 251." 
The particular problem I have is this: 

There is a typographical error or copying error in one of the 
dates in the text of the report. The report states "#* who 
carryed on the coinage of copper until about the first day of 
June, 1787 since which time they have ceased to carry on said 
business". A few words prior thereto indicated that a sale of 
a part of the minting franchise was made on June 1, 1787. 
Connecticut copper coins are found dated 1788 and the report 
finally ends up indicating that coins are still being minted 
in 1789. 

Would you be kind enough to look at the above quotation in the 
original text and let me know whether the date of cessation 
of coinage is actually stated to be the first day of June,1787» 

I will appreciate your helpfulness. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


Archives Department 
Church Records Department 
Court Records Department 
Department of Local History ai 
Deimsitory of Official ExchaiiKes 


LegisIatiTe Reference Department 
Newspaper Department 
Office of Examiner of Public Recor 
Photostat Department 


Probate Department 


Supreme Court Law Library 
Veterans Grave Survey 


Vital Records Department 
War Records Department 


JAMhS BREWSTER 
Stale Librarian 



October 11, 1954 


CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 


HARTFORD 1, CONNECTICUT, U. S. A. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

Four Hundred Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newnan: 

In reply to your letter of October 8 concerning the Report of the 
Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct of those persons who 
were authorized to coin and manufacture coppers in Connecticut, the 
dates given in the report when the company ceased to coin coppers is 
given in two instances as June 1. 1787 . 

There is, however, another paragraph to the report that states that 
Eli Leavenworth had made some copper coins and that Abel Bevel (Buell) 
had given his son, Benjamin Bewel, liberty to coin coppers, which 
business he is now pursuing and has just begun to stamp them. 

The report is dated at New Haven, April 9, 1789. A photostatic 
copy of this report could be made at the Connecticut State Library at a 
cost of $1.CC. The report is found as Document 251abc of Volume III of 
Connecticut Archives Miscellaneous, Series I. 

The Resolve suspending the liberty and license granted to Samuel 
Bishop and others to manufacture or coin coppers from and after Jione 2C, 
1789, until the rising of the General Assembly to be held at New Haven 
in Cctober, 1789, is also found as one of the documents in this volume 
and is found in printed form on pages 15 and 16 of Volume VII of the 
Records of the State of Connecticut, 1789-1792. 


Yours truly. 



James Brewster 
State Librarian 


JB:MSB 










October 19, 19Sh 


Mr. James Brewster, State Librarian 
Connecticut State Library 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Brewster; 

I am very grateful for your letter of October 11, 1951; 
with respect to the copper coinage of Connecticut. 

I am enclosing a check for ll.OO for the photostatic 
copy of the report of April 7, 1789 although the text 
of the report is completely published in S. S. Crosby's 
"Early Coins of America", pages 221-3. 

You indicate that the date June 1, 1787 is mentioned 
twice as the date when copper ceased to be coined and 
I can only find it mentioned once. Accordingly, there 
may be something in your original document which is not 
published in Crosby. 

Jarvis apparently used the facilities for the latter part 
of 1787 for the coinage of Federal coppers but there are 
Connecticut coppers dated 1788 and the report does not 
indicate that that was done. It is entirely possible 
that some 1788 Connecticut cents were made at Newburgh, 
New York and, for that reason, I am very anxious to 
get all the information I can on this subject. 

With respect to the resolve suspending the franchise to 
coin copper after June 20, 1789, I presume that the 
complete text is on page 221; of Crosby. 

I will appreciate your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



ilr. Eric P. Newirian, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

Foin* Hundred Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

In reply to your letter of October 19, I aia 
enclosing a photostatic copy of the Report of the 
Comiiiittee appointed to inquire into the conduct of 
those persons who were authorized to coin and manu¬ 
facture coppers in Connecticut dated at New Haven, 
April 9, 1789. This report is found as Document 
251abc of Volume III of Connecticut Archives, 
Miscellaneous, Series I. 


Yours truly, 




Jaiaes Brewster 
State Librarian 


JB;M3B 
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CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 

HARTFORD 1, CONNECTICUT, U. S. A. 


Mr, Eric P. Nevnnan, Secretary 
Edieon Brothers Stores, Inc, 

Four Hundred Washington Avenue 
St, Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr, Newman: 

In reply to your letter of October 10, with the further 
information which you give us, and referring to Crosby's EARLI 
COINS OF AMERICA, we find that we do have here the Journal of 
the upper Connecticut house for the May, 1721, session. Under 
the date May 25 is the entry as quoted in your letter. 

The only correction, if it is a correction, is the last 
word in your quotation, i,e,, "Board,” This probably isn't 
important, but we do not understand why the secretary uses that 
particular word. All through the Journal the word "Coxirt" is 
usedj and by a stretch of the imagination in this case "Court" 
could be read instead of "Board," The first letter of the word 
could be either »B" or »C", then there is an "o" and a distinct 
"u", but no "a", then an "r", and the last letter looks much 
more like a "d" than a "t". It is thus almost impossible in 
this particular instance to tell whether the writer intended 
"Court" or "Board," 

Perhaps it would be better to forget this point altogether, 
as it has no influence on what you are trying to prove. You 
^y note, of course, that this Journal of the upper house is 
in the Connecticut State Library Archives, 



James Brewster 
State Librarian 


JB:MSB 













CYRIL H. HAWLEY 
WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 


October 25, 1955 


Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Vi/ashington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am very happy to enclose a copy of the 
Connecticut Historical Society Bulletin. 

As you V’ill note, the article is concerned 
primarily with the life of Dr. Samuel Higley, 
w'ho, we believe, should be credited with strik¬ 
ing the Higley Coppers, rather than his brother 
John. The article w^as written to be of inter¬ 
est to the general membership of the Society. 

If any of your friends would like a copy, l"* am 
sure request direct to the Society would pro¬ 
duce one. 

In the article now in preparation we expect to 
include photographs of the best specimens avail¬ 
able. Vve have some in local collections which 
we believe to be nice enough to use. If we can 
obtain pietures of your best specimens and of 
those of Mr. Boyd, it will be greatly appreciated. 

I would also like to include a picture of the 
^*wheel'’ design. Do you think it may be possible 
to obtain one? 

Expense of these photos would, of course, be as¬ 
sumed by me. 

Incidently, I am forwarding to you under separate 
cover a small section of ore which came from the 
Higley mine. The mine, a vertical shaft, is located 
only a few miles from my home. It has been filled 
with debris by the. present owner of the land to pre¬ 
vent cattle from failing into it. This piece was 
picked UP beside the openin' on a recent visit to 
photograph the spot. I hope it will be interesting 
to you. 



Sincerely yours 


CHH:H 

ENG. 


CYRIL H. HAWLEY 


WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 


3^ Hedgehog Lane, RFD 2 
September 9i 1958 


Dear Eric: 

I agree "with you that a book of photographs of 
Connecticut Cents would be a major qd ntribution 
to numismatics. 

Perhaps I am prejudiced in this particular series, 
but I do feel that such a volume would greatly in¬ 
crease interest in these coins and with this inter¬ 
est wo"ic come the desire of more serious collectors 
to know more about the entire Colonial field. I 
think we both would like that. 

1*11 be very happy to help in any way I can with the 
Connecticuts. 

Although many of my coins are not choice, I have not 
allowed wishful thinking to warp an attribution - 
if you know what I mean. 

I haven’t heard of much progress from Norman Bryant 
since I saw him about four years ago. Time does have 
a way of flying by, even with the best of intentions. 

I enclose a list of my Connecticuts. If you will 
check those you may be interested in. I’ll give you 
a report on their condition. 


Sincerely, 



CHH:H 




CYRIL H. HAWLEY 


WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 


Hedgehog Lane, RFD 2 
November 3, 195^ 


Mr. Eric P. Nevmian 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I am enclosing for you a photoprint copy of 
an interesting old Connecticut docviment re¬ 
cently found by a friend of mine. 

Before it became part of the Connecticut 
Historical Society collection, I was able 
to have some copies made and I’d like you 
to have one. 


Sincerely, 
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November 6, 1958 


Mr.Cyril H. Hawley 

38 Hedgehog Lane 

West Simsbury, Connecticut 

Dear Cyril: 

Thank you, ever so much, for the copy of the report on Conn¬ 
ecticut coppers from May, 1786, to May, 1787. This has now 
stimulated me to try to solve the mystery of who made the 
Connecticut coppers for 1768 and perhaps 1787. The report of 
January, 1789, states that the mint closed down in June, 1787. 
Apparently, the machinery was moved by Jarvis to strike Fugios 
but how do you account for the enormous quantity of 1787 andtS^ 

1768 coins? Your letter shows that in the fiscal year end¬ 
ing May, 1787, over 10,000 pounds were produced out of the 
total of 28,000 pounds certified in 1789* It does not seem 
possible for 18,000 pounds to , have been produced during the 
fiscal year ending May 9, 1784 and in the period from /787 

until the closing of the mint in June, 1787. 

Do you know where the earlier reports of the Com lissioners 
might be or whether the Treasurer made entries of the amount 
turned over to him as the state’s one-twentieth share? There 
must be a report or the figures from the report somewhere 
covering the first year of the mint’s operation. This would 
solve most of the problem. 

Thank you, again, for thinking of me with respect to this 
interesting item and I look forward to hearing from you 
with respect to the other data. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


CYRIL H. HAWLEY 


WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 

3S Hedgehog Lr.ne, RFD 2 
best Simsbury/, Conn. 
rioveTiber 13, 1953 


Mr. Frio P, Ke^-^man 

Fdison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

li-OO Msshington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thank ^ou for the neckwear, I agree it’s especially 
appropriate and appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

I presume you are interested in documentation, rat’ier 
than conjecture, about late l^’S'^ and 17SS Conn, coinage. 

I’ve never piven the point much thought, perhaps ''■.ecause 
I have taken infoimialion I’ve read too much for granted. 

So that, you may knot- about my gullibility (?) in tiiis 
connection, I’ll list i" for you, 

FirS' , of course, fror, Crosby, who gives on page 210 the 
quote frov Rushnell, w' icb. states that Henry Meigs had 
s^en a mint in Mevt Haven operating in I'^S^ and for ’’some 
considerable time before that”. Presumabl 3 r the mint v-as 
owned by the firm of Broome and Platt. This is one source 
for some of the missing 13000 pounds. 

Secondly, in a paper by Myllys Betts on’Counterfeit Half 
Pence”, he cites the fact that Kackin and. Atlee of Hewburgh, 
N. Y. formed a partnership with Harmon of Rupert, Vt. He, 
in turn, was associated with 'Sillism Buel, the son of Abel 
Duel. v?illiam had moved to Rupert after the June I 787 
closing of the Hew Haven mint and in all probability had 
taken the dies used by his father with him to that tovm. 

Using pure supposition, it does seem to me that, with Jarvis 
occupied with production of Fugios end Abel Duel away, Sood- 
rich, as one of the original patentees, may have contacted 
b'illiam Fuel and through him have obtained fro-t the Hev;burgh 
’’factory” much of the extra l3000 pounds of legal issue. At 
the same time inspiration for a few illegal Connecticuts 
have been given. 

Records of those days v;e,re certainly not efficiently kept,. 



CYRIL H. HAWLEY 


2 . 

11-10-5^ 


WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 


The report, e copy of which I sent you, wss founr’ in a 
lot of olr papers telonping to 8 person viho had no idea 
hov. it came there. It v:es only chance that saved it 
fro n d e s tru c I. io . 

At my first opportunity I’ll check at the Historical 
Society for an}'- records they 111 . 83 ^ have thc^t could help, 
tut I do knov/ that, being understaffed as most societies 
are, s trfnendows amount of sorting and cataloging re¬ 
mains undone. 

hbether v’e could locate an 3 tthing is problematical. 

If the 3 e have alread^'^ discovered a pertinent document, 
our joi.' is easy. 

Sorry I can’t give you more help. 

3ir,cerel3r, 





CVRiL H. HAWLEY 


WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 
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November lU, 1958 


Mr. Cyril H. Hawley 
38 Hedgehog Lane 
West Slmbury, Conn. 

Dear Cyril: 

Yon may not realize how interesting the preliminary report 
on the copper coinage is. All we have to find ont now is 
where the firbt report is or what payment was made under the 
first report. Then we can determine how much cheating the 
ooihers actually did. You were nice enough to give me the 
facts which you had but these facts must be interpreted 
differently. 

Meigs, in 11788, saw the Fugios being produced in New Haven, 
in all probability. I have put ten years of research into 
the Machins Mills Mint and, naturally, I am suspicious as to 
how much of the Connecticut coinage was made in Machins Mills. 
This voided payment of '$% and, as you know, there is an imi¬ 
tation halfpence obverse combined with a 1788 reverse D. 

If we could just shww how many coins were made in the early 
part of the operation of the Connecticut mint we would then 
have some idea as to the quantity of Connecticut coins made 
at Machins Mills. Atlee was the best diemaker during that 
period and the Vermont coiners had to cone to him. I tried 
to explain all this in my article in the American Numismatic 
Society Centennial edition. 

I am enclosing an extra copy of my letter to the State Library 
at Hartford, and would like you to give an extra copy to the 
Connecticut Historical Society to see if they have any other 
associated documents. You really started something I 

Glad you enjoyed the necktie. 


Cordially yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


cVrIL H. HAWLEY 


WEST SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 


3^ Hedgehog Lane, RFD 2 
November 29, 195^ 


Mr. Eric P. Nevmian 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

The Connecticut Historical Society has recently 
published a book, titled "Abel Buell of Connecti¬ 
cut ." 

In the research preparation for this volume, no 
documents were found among those housed at the 
Society which v/ould aid you in your present quest. 

I’m sorry to have to give you this report. Hov;- 
ever, I think that the State Library inay be able 
to helo. If any records v/ere kept, they should 
be there. 

At least we did save one report and L’m glad that 
it (and the copy) reached appreciative hands. 

I’ll be interested to hear of any developments. 


Sincerely, 





YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


June 11, 1957 


Lear Mr, Wev/man: 


Here are the Conn,cents of 1788 which we have struck 
from obverses 3 to 8: 


3 

3 

4 
4 


1 r1 

2^32 


(2 examples) 

5-B"^ 

(2) 

(1) 

6-H 

(3) 

(2) 

7-B 

(2) 

(1) 

8-K 

(1) 


I have looked at all of them closely, and have been 
able to sgot,..,only two overstrikes — one of the 
and the 4 both on Nova Constellatios, I can’t 

tell you the type — I mean the dies --of the N.C,; 
too much is blocked out. 


I cannot recall if in my last note I listed several 
new Fugios we’ve received. Anyway there are 5, none 
of them rare I’m sure: 13-R, 15-H, 15-K, 18-H, 18-U. 

I’ve not yet turned to making an li^presrion of the 
Phglo die which w'e have. If there’s no great hurry 
I’d like to say that you’ll get it sometime this 
summer. If you need it more quickly, let me know. 


Yours sincerely. 





February 11, 1959 


Mr,T»7, Buttrey, Librarian 
Numismatics Collection 
Xale University 
Box 1967, rale Station 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Bear Mr. Buttrey: 


I have not corresponded vlth you In quite a while due to 
ooinaerwhioh "a^saohusetts silver 

irwritina fn -r+iei® A.N.S. in a month and 

in writing an article or uwo on other early American co^n 

edit“n I for the''ct:?enn?:i“°'" 

time ? h 0"® Of them. However, in the mean- 

the ®°”® exoiting material on 

the operation of the Connecticut Mint, in New Haven T 

leciJon or“''‘ Published material buf your col- 


I Will appreciate anything you do for me 
Please give my best to Dr.Ingholt. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


February 19, 1959 


Mr.T.?. Buttrey, Librarian 
Numismatics Collection 
Yale University 
Box 1967, Yale Station 
New Haven,Conn. 


Dear Mr. Buttrey: 

Since writing you on the subject of Connecticut 
coinage T have written the enclosed letter to the 
Mew Haven Colony Historical Society. 

Perhaps Professor Osterweis is still at Yale 

suggestions. Would 

XU to turn my letter over to him 

11 he is there. 


I would also like to know if there is a microfilm 
published in New Haven covering 
the 1785-89 period in the Yale Library which might 

1+ loan. I would borrow 

it through the Missouri Historical Society, with 
whom your library is thoroughly familiar.^ 


Cordially yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


April L9, 1959 


Mr, Eric P. ■^‘ewman 

Edison BrotLers Stoies, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis ff Mo, 

Dear Mr, Nevwnan; 

My apologies for having delayed so long in answering your 
last letters, I have been utterly swamped with numismatic 
work, and I’m behind in everybody's book, 

AS to newspapers for the period 1785-89, the Yale Library 
has for that period; 


Connecticut Journal, lacking a few' odd numbers 

New Haven Chronicle, one number only (15 August 1786} 

New Haven Gazette, all of 1785, and 1786 thru 9 Feb. 

New H.aven Gazette & ConnecUcut Magazine, random 
numbers running 1786-89, 


Now the library adamantly refuses to permit any newspapers 
to circulate in inter-library loan. If you have any specific 
references to be checked, I suppose I could have Jjhat done 
for you. If ;you want to look over all the material you 
could have microfilms made — the library does not now/ have 
any -- but of course that runs into money. There does not 
appear to be any index of these journals, 

I have not been able to find any manuscript material here 
about the mint. 

This is precious little help, I know. Sorry it can’t be 
better. 


Yours sincerely 

~r- t — 



A.N.A. 



A.N.3. 
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P. n. BDX 33, OAKLAND GARDENS STA. 
FLUSHING 64, N. Y. 

HOLLIS 4-9330 


bpecializ:n3 in early u. s. 


INgUIRIES 


COLONIAL AND STATE OOl 


INS 


February 27, 1958 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Mr, Sric P, NeiTman 
ItOO Washington -^v. 

St. louis, I'o. 

Dear Eric^ 

Just a short note to give you the enclosed infonaation >mich I have ascertained 
after examining the (3oins at the ANS, Th^ had representations of every knoivn 
die of obverse 32 of 178? and every kno-wn die of obverse l6 of 1788, However, 
some of the pieces v/ere too poor for exact information, I also believe that 
their l6 1.5) is from the same die as l6(6), theXiie-being, apparently, no aifier- 
ence v/hatsoever. 

Regarding die states, 32 ^5) is evidently an earlier state than 16(7). 

16(1) shows die breaks, but 32(9) was in too poor condition to determine any. 
16(2) shoves damage to the die and this damage was caused by reverse 0 of 1788. 

32(8) also shovfs die damage, but I couldn't determine from their piece what 
reverse die damaged it. It doesn't appear to be the same as on obverse 16(2), 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker, 


rp/a 
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SPECIALIZING 
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INQUIRIES 


CDLDNIAL 


AND STATE 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Larch 10, 1958 


-Vr*. Eric P. Keman 
UOO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Lissouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for the note. Glad that you vrere able to use my notes. It v/asn't until 
after I had written to you^that . spok^ to .Valter, and told 'lim what I found, 
and then he told me that you had asked him about the ver::,r same thin]|. He had 
mentioned those suspicions to mo previously, but had not mentioned that they came 
from you. I guess that this vras all started by my discovery of the l6(7), and that 
it -was the same as 32(5). I didn't realize that there was really no difference 
between 16(5) and l6(6). I know that they're supposed to be from the same die, but 
the (6) was suooosed to have been rccut. In examining the M3 pieces,! only noted 
that theirs anoeared to bo the same. It seems to me that I've seen coins taat I 
would call 16(5) and others that I calM l6(6). I'll have to see what can dig 
un aionp those lines. I thought that Norman BTjant was doing -work tov/ards a new 
book, i also thought that -.alter had sometning that he could publish, but couldi-.'t 
find anybody vAio'd^stand the cost of oublication. Perhaps I'm vo-ong about all 
this. 

Regarding ./alter's nevr Virginia dies. I’m surprised that he hasn't sent it to you 
yet.Actually he claims that it is of a ne w obverse and new reverse die. Since 
the reverse is an b' string, it may verj v;ell be the Z reverse, but I'm quite certain 
that I told him of the error with the plates. As to the obverse, ne says that it 
is very distinctive in that the nose points between the period and R. Don't you 
think it would be a good idea to ask the AI/S to send out a little printed memo_ 
noting th'^ error in the plates. They could send it out vd.t;i any of their mailings 
tnat go to all of the members. Have you shot your nev; /-'ugio yet? 

I've started a ne'w collection that ought to keep me bus'F for the rest of my life. 
■Aiat I'm trying to do is to put together a date collection of brockage Large 
cents. I have about seven different ones so far, and one reverse incused. I also 
plan to include reverses of the various types, and the major varieties. Ii you 
h;ve any of these incused cents at all, and would consider disposing of them, I 
fed certain thst I'd find something that v/ould be adequate trading reaterial. 

Kindest rrpards, 


Sincerely, 
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Samuel Daris (resident of Plymouth, Mass) 

"Journal of a Tour to Connecticut" published in 

Mass, Hist, Soc, Proceedings, Boston, 1871, Vol II, p,l6 

Entry for Sept, 3, 1789 at New Haven, Conn. 

"We find some difficulty in making change in this place. 
Coppers pass at six the penny. Even those graced with 
the Legend "Auctori Conn," are included. Feel chagrined 
that old Massachusetts, with his bow and arrow should 
be undervalued. New York regulates their trade. The 
Crown passes there, and here now, at 6s, 9d,." (Quoted 
in Crosby p, 296)• 


p, 22 Entry for Sept, 17, 1789 at New York 

"Purchase some fruit in the market. Coppers pass at 
twenty-four the shilling. Only the New Jersey coinage 
are current in the market, where are melons, peaches 
and other fruits, superior, I think, to those of 
Boston," 


p, 27 Entry for Sept, 2ii, 1789 at Voluntown (In Conn, 
near R.I. border) 

“Coppers pass at forty-eight the shilling, to those 
going east, as they pass thus at Providence," 


_^ ; r-^-*' •^. •-' •>.. .• ^-f .<x<^ 

StHz. (py\.yCrA>C^i^^ 






(aJ-^ /0<hnr^ Oy\^Ay^‘A''y^ i^^^Ct-*.*-;^ 

C^-c? C-tr-J^^J^ /C^ S^ ^tJt^n^-^ . 

^'/h^.o£P^ , ” 

y UX'^btf/^S X^-^tT- ^C—-*£<4»V1?-1^^ S-^!,f}-tjli/ 

^ A/Cw /(f-%^ 

V. ^ 


n 

(5L2^^ m, n$i 

f^'^^’'^''^'C,^^ '<X'9-»IJC. A-/ 23^ ^ CiS^^t^ULA,^ 

*«-•-’ ' ■ f ^ .4^ yW^; 


U- l;,,j 


fP Q-] ^'4 /-'/’/ ^ 













(T 


'^ / o 


/ Td/" vJ ^.-^"‘^■'t-^' 


- rr-^. 

f, T^ Dc^i, ^ 

Li;. L^,"L 















// C 




f-ir, t S£^ 

/ 4 ^-r? I </ 

/ c-r,^ ~ 



\ ^ .■ 
y 


Mju^ Lit- 


(U-^M-et^ iA fl//l ^U> 

(0^^^.V /<f3^ 

/ y y L-ih'‘-yi'-yvX< 

'' V46.<i- «. 5>6 3 -^ ^ ie^ 

aAc ^ ^oJ'j nffCud ngs -v'^ 

t-^A 111 ^ A-*^/,-/U^^<2^ ■% 


^ y - 


i.*>n^i 



Hoveinber ll, 19S>8 


Mr.Jaiaes Brewster, Statu Librarian 
Conn<*!Ctlcut State Library 
Hartford 1, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Brewster: 

la the past you were kind enough to help ae with respect to 
research work on the copper coinage of Connecticut and you 
cooperated with ms in interpreting the report of the Comm¬ 
issioners made April 2, 1789 with respect to the coinage of 
those coppers. As yo\i may realise, this report indicates 
that frora‘June, 1787, until early in 1789, no Connecticut 
coins are said to have been officially coined at the mint. 

Since the greatest coinage took place in 178?,and there is 
a large quantity of 1788 coins, there is a laystery as to 
what was really going on. I am trying to solve that mystery. 

Mr.Cyril Hawley, of Hew Kavon, sent to me a report of May 9, 

1787 by the Commissionera, a copy of which I am enclosing 
for your records. The original has been given to the Connecticut 
Historical Society. There must have been other reports - 
certainly one in -ihe spring of 1786, covering the first period 
of operations, xh© Treasurer was supposed to receive of 
all coinage and, therefore, in the Treasurer’s records there 
should be a payment in the spring of 1786 for the coinage up 
to that time. The enclosed document indicates that there 
was a previous report. Does your library have a copy of this 

f revlous report, or does your library have a copy of the 
reasurer’s records where he would have made an entry as to 
how much he received from the coiners as the state’s l/20th 
part? 

The names of the Committee, as you will note,are David Austin, 
Ebenezer Chittenden and Isaac Beers. George Goodrich was 
one of those who held the coinage franchise. 

lour coooeration will be very much appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 


KPN/atb 


ERIC P. HEWMAH 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 
Capitol Avenue • Hartford 15, Connecticut 


November 21, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Neimam, Assistant Vice President and Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Nevnnan: 

This is in reply to your letter of November 14 directed 
to Mr. James Brewster. Mr. Brewster retired as State Librarian 
at the end of 1956. 

First, I should like to thank you for sending us the 
copy of the report of the committee of inspectors of copper coins, 
dated May 9, 1787; this makes a valued addition to our records on 
this subject. 

As for your questions regarding coinage after June 1787, 
apparently this library does not have the previous report referred 
to in the committee report of which you sent us a copy. Our early 
Connecticut Archives indexes seem not to include any entries under 
coinage or the names involved leading to further records on the 
copper coinage in which you ane interested. Our files of the State 
Treasurer* 3 reports begin with the year 1790. 

However, in the Treasurer’s Day Book for 1785-1788 which 
we have here, I have located credit entries for copper coins under 
the following dates: Oct. 4, 1786, May 5, 1787, Nov. 5, 1787, and 
May 30, 1788. I believe it would be more satisfactory for you to 
have facsimile copies of these than to have them transcribed, and 
would suggest that you have photostatic copies made. This can be 
done here, payment to be made in advance to "Connecticut State 
Library"; the charge for a copy of each entry would be forty cents 
each, or a total of $1.60. 


Yours very truly 


Doris E. Cook 
Archivist 



November 2h, 195>8 


Miss Doris E. Cook, Archivist 
Connecticut State Library 
Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 1^, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cookt 

Thank you, very much, for your letter of November 21, 195>6# 
with respect to the copper coinage of Connecticut, I am 
very pleased that you were able to locate entries in the 
Treasurer’s Day Book for the payment of coppercoins to the 
state as their share of the coinage# 

I am enclosing a check for $1.60, as you suggested, for 
photostats of these entries. 

I call your attention to the fact that the final payments 
for Connecticut copper coinage should have been made in 
1789 and wonder if there is a Treasurer's Day Book cover¬ 
ing the early part of 1789* As soon as I receive copies 
of the entries you have already located I will be able to 
check the figures against the final report mace in 1789 
and, in that manner, determine whether all of the Entries 
have been located. 

I am glad to be able to help your library by sending you 
a copy of the report of the committee as the minute I saw 
it I realized it was the key to the solution of a very 
interesting problem. 

Depending on what the photostats show, the probabilities are 
good that I will write this matter up. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEW!UN 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 
Capitol Avenue * Hartford 15, Connecticut 


December 5, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. 13ey»man 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Ne^'?men: 

By now I expect you will have received the 
photostatic copies of the entries in the Connecticut 
Treasurer’s Day Book for which payment was sent with 
your letter of November 24. 

So far* as I have yet found from searching 
here and from inquiries at the State Treasurer*s Office, 
there seems not to be any Day Book after the lest one 
which we have, that for 1785-1788. I have also searched 
other Treasurer*s records for the early part of 1788, in¬ 
cluding Journals, but without finding any entries corr¬ 
esponding to the four earlier ones. 

You speak in your last sentence of writing 
up this story of Connecticut’s copper coinage. If you 
do, 7/e should appreciate being informed of its publica¬ 
tion so that we may obtain a copy for this library. 

I should have told you 7«hen I wrote the 
first time that the present State Librarian is Robert 
C. Sale. 


Yours very truly, 

Doris E, Cook 
Archivist 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE L! BR A RT 
Capitol Avenue • Hartford 15 , Connecticut 


December 8, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman; 

ks a result of further searching for which I 
found time, I have discovered two more credit entries 
relating to coppers, one under date of February 6, 1789, 
the other under date of February 10, 1789. If you wish 
it, photostats of both can be made for a total cost of 
$ 1 . 00 . 


These entries are in a paperbound Waste Book. 

Your^ very truly. 



Doris E. Cook 
Archivist 


Decersber 11, 1958 


Miss Doris E, Cook, Archivist 
Connecticut State Library 
Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 15, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cooks 


Xesterday I received the photostats of the matter relating 
to Connecticut coppers and spent almost all night calculating 
the number of pieces, the weight, and the value, in an effort 
to coordinate the exciting matter which you have located. It 
has now become clear that the final report of April, 1789, has 
erroneous dates in it since it is contradicted by the Treas¬ 
urer’s actual receipts. 

I fully appreciate the patience and diffioulty^our cooperation 
in helping me on this matter but I think we are on the track 
of clarifying something which has mystified collectors of 
Connecticut coins for almost a hundred years* 

I sincerely believe that there are some items in the Treasurer’s 
Day Book which you have not located. The 1785 coining franchise 
required payments each six months to the State of Connecticut. 
You show payments at six months intervals between May 18, 1787 
November 7, 1787, and May 31, 1788, and now February, 1789. 
Before that there must be one or two missing entries. The 
entry for October 1*, 1786,18 entered late as it indicates that 
the receipt was given June 1, 1786. Therefore, there should 
^ an entry around November, 1786 which should be the interval 
between the first and second entries you have located. I am 
reasonably satisfied that the June 1, 1786 entry is the first 
one as the copper franchise bill was passed October 20, 1785, 
months from that date, more or less, conforms to“Jun« 

1, 1786 report. 


There is also one other very important item which you may be 
able to locate. The coins which the State of Connecticut re¬ 
ceived as their S% share were authorized by the Assembly to 

shillings per pound weight of coppers in December, 
17y0. They could not be sold for that price and in the May 


- 2 - 

Mis3 Iforls S*Cook 
Hartford 


Archivist 


December 11, 19^8 


session, 1791, the Treasurer was authorized to dispose of the 
coppers at best advantage and to make a report of his action, 

During, or shortly after, the May session of 1791 there should 
be an entry in the Treasurer*s books showing how much copper coin 
he sold. Would you examine the appropriate records to locate this 
item. 

I am enclosing a check payable to the Connecticut State Library with 
the amount blank so that you can send photostats of the addit¬ 
ional items you find in addition to the two entries in 3L789 which 
you have already located. 

I am sure you realize that the documents heretofore known 
made it appear as though the Connecticut coiners fraudulently 
made 1787 and 1788 copper coins without reporting then to the 
state and the inference was that the dies were used at Machln's 
Mills, in Newburgh, New lork, where counterfeiting was in full 
bloom. In addition, it looked as though when Jarvis got the 
coinage franchise for Federal copper (Fugio coppers) he took 
over all the facilities of the Connecticut Mint in 1787 and 
1788. The coins alleged to have been made by Leavenworth in 
the final Connecticut report do not exist unless they are 1787 
items, ^hus, the entire matter of early state coinage hinges 
on the classification of the final report of the Connecticut 
coinage operation. 

I will, of course, be glad to give you a summary of our cooper¬ 
ative findings both before and after publication. 

Thank you, again, for your wholehearted cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC ?.NEWMAN 


BFN/atb 




CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 


HARTFORD 15. CONN. 


Dec. 15, 1958 


Dear Mr. Newman; I have just made out the photostat order 
for the two 1789 entries about which I wrote you, and for 
an entry in the Treasurer’s Journal,1789-93, p.259,relating 
to the sale of coppers. Though I have looked in several 
sources, I have so far been unable to find anything on the 
second,probably Nov.,entry for 1786. 

The 1959 legislative session is almost upon us, and this 
is a very busy time for the library. I do not at present know 
where else to look for the missing entry, but when the pressurt 
of legislative work is less, shall be glad to try againJlean- 
time,if you have a local deputjjyou ' ' u^, ^ 

we would of course supply ' / 


the material for search. 
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Deceitiber 24,1958 


Miss Doris E•Cook,Archivist 
Connecticut State Library 
Capital Avenue 
Hartford 15 Connecticut. 

Dear Miss Cook: 

Thanks to you the pieces of the Connecticut coin puzzle 
are beginning to fit. You have now found all payments of copper 
coin to the State except one of M. 61 lbs 2 oz (equal to S» 8 3ah) 
due April,1789 in accordance with the committee's report.There is 
no other payment because the total of 1447 lbs 3 oz as the State's 
5% share is now accounted for as follows: 


6 / 1/86 

5/18/87 


112 lbs 
310 3/8 
540 



273 3/4 
150 


61 1/6 


(after April 7,1789) 


lUWf/i lbs 




The fact that you found one record indicating the 
sale of 4 kegs of coppers on July 25,1791 on page 259 of the 
Treasury Office Journal la the key to the unlocated entries. 

This item is designated as ledger account 165,so that if you 
can find the ledger for the period all other entries relating 
to copper Coin will bo there. 

Of course I shali send you copies of my article when 
this is written up and I assume that I have permission to use 
your name as having participated. Please don't forsake me now. 
All we need is account 165 in the ledger and all the rest of the 
entries will be designated by date. Your tedious work is over 
and much appreciated. Will you give me this last little llft^ 


Would you accept a Connecticut copper as a souvenir? 


I am sure that the library has many,but thought you might like 
one personally. 


Kindest regards 


Eric P. New.an 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 


CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 
Capitol Avenue * Hartford 13 , Connecticut 


December 31, 19^3 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

UOO Vfeshington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Since receiving your letter of December 2ii, I 
have tried at odd moments when I could find time to 
locate the missing record of payment to round out the 
record in the matter of the Connecticut coppers. 

Unfortunately, our run of Treasurer* s ledgers 
is broken, lacking the years 1790 through 1793• I 
believe the ledger we need is the one for 1791. The 
Treasurer* s office presumably sent us all of its 
early records, but the years mentioned are lacking; 
however, at ny first opportunity I will check with 
that office to be sure those ledgers were not left 
behind. 

I shall be glad to read the connected story 
when your article appears, for I feel that I have 
been searching rather blindly for small parts of it. 
Do;you suggest my looking in any other account book? 

I have tried the Gash Book and there are no Day Books. 

Yes, you have permission to use my name, and 
I should be pleased to have "Uie Connecticut copper. 


Troi^r 



Doris E. Cook 
Archivist 




January 12, 19^9 


Miss Doris Cook 
Connecticut State Librarian 
Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 1$, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cooks 

I am enclosing for you personally a 1788 Connecticut 
copper. I hope you enjoy this souvenir of your state. 

You stated in your December 31, 1958 letter that the 
run of treasurer’s ledgers is broken and that 1790-3 
are missing. If you have the ledger with 178? entries 
in it then perhaps you can readily find the last 
entry we need which is after April 9, 1789* This entry 
may not be for £8-3 sh, but could be less if coppers 
were valued at the reduced rate at which they then cir¬ 
culated. 

It would also be worthwhile if the ledgers for 1786-8 
were easily found as they will have a copper coin cate¬ 
gory. The day book entries would have to be entered 
in some such permanent record. 

If the ledger used in 1791 is not located we will have 
to do without it. 

Perhaps you know ray friend. Professor Kenneth Scott, of 
Wagner College, in New York, who worked in your library 
in connection with the preparation of his book entitled 
"Counterfeiting in Colonial Connecticut", 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 

Capitol Avenue • Hartford 13, Connecticut 


Januar 7 21, 1959 


Mi 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores,j Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you very much for the gift of a Connecticut 


copper of 1788. It is a fine specimen, and I hope to have 
time sometime to find out more about it. 

I am wondering if I have earned it this time. By 
combing the 1789 Ledger I have found the following: 

1789, June 27 By ... my Receipt to John Lawrence, Esq. late 


Treasxnrer for Coppers 813 3/4 lb. 

carried forward 


1739, July 31 By my Receipt to*John Lawren(» Esq. late 


Treasurer, for coppers '■ 813 f lb. brought 
forward Fol.168 


Both are single line entries and no amount is entered following 
them. The pages of the Ledger are 168 and 175 respectively, and 
these entries are on the "Contra” side. Photocopies of both 
pages would cost a total of $1.00. 


Mi 


Yours very truly. 



Doris E. Cook 
Archiwist 



January 27, 19^9 


Miss Doris E.Dook, Archivist 
Connecticut State Library 
Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 1^, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cook: 

Each time you write me you turn up something new. 
What you ;just found eliminates any necessity of 
looking for more records beyond 1789. 

Apparently you have not been able to find the 
entry of the payment for f8 3 sh. or some other 
amount. 

Would you be kind enough to let me know whether 
the ledgers for 1786-8 are in existence as it 
would be worth while to find the copper coin 
account in those books. 

Thank you, again, for your interest in finds t-fhich 
I will explain in what I write as soon as you have 
reached the end of your discoveries. 

I am certainly glad that you like the Connecticut 
copper I sent you. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 


HARTFORD IS, CONN. 


Feb. 2, 1959 


Dear' Mr, Nevmian: In answer to your letter of Jan. 27, I must 
set'^aown 3 negatives; (l) I did not find the final payment of 
8 pounds 5 sh.j (2) we have ledgers for 1786-88 - not nearly 
so lengthy as the one for 1789 - but I did not find any copper 
coin accounts; (5) the 1790-93 ledgers are "not around" either 
here or in the Treasurer’s office. 

Going back to yovff letter of Jan.12, I am not perSon fetly 
acquainted with Professor Scott, but know that he has worked 
in this library. 




February 11, 1959 


Connecticut Historical Society 
1 Elizabeth Street 
Hartford 5, Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

You were given a report by the Commiaeioner of the Connecticut 
Mint for the coinage of coppers, dated May 9, 1787. Based 
on this meager report I have discovered a great deal of addi¬ 
tional information in the records at the State Library and am 
going to Writ© up all of this material. Before doing so I would 
like to know whether there is anything in your society with re¬ 
spect to the Connecticut Mint, at New Haven, 178^-1789. The only 
material which I know of includes Sylvester S. Crosby, "Early 
Coins of America", "The American Numismatic Manual" by Montrevill© 
Dickeson, and "The New Haven Mint", by Norman S, Bryant, 

Is it possible that you have any daguerreotypes of the mint 
house, or counting house, in New Haven, or any information con¬ 
cerning either the Westville Mint, which was a second min-t in 
New Haven, as distinguished from the Morris Cove Mint which was 
near the home of Samuel Broome? Perhaps your manuscript col¬ 
lection has some data concerning the mint. 

If there is any one you might refer me to who might have some 
additional material, do not hesitate to mention their nameso 

I think you will find the material I publish enlightening and 
look forward to any help you may give me. 

I will certainly mention the fact that the report of May 9, 1787, 
is in your possession. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPNfATB 


February 16, 19^9 


Dear Charliei 

Would you be kind enough to 
let me know whether there is in 
the History Department of Yale 
University a Professor Osterweis 
who, in 19^3f wrote a book en¬ 
titled "Three Centuries of New 
Haven". Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


February 16, \ 9$9 


New Haven Colony Historical Society 
lilt Whitney 

New Haven 10, Connectioot 
Gentlement 

I am writing an article on the Connecticut Hint,for the coining 
of copper coins,which operated in Hew Haven from 1765 to 1789* 

The reason for this research is that some newly located records 
In the State Treasurer*s office have explained many of the mys¬ 
teries of the mint, lou, being in Hew Haven, may have data which 
would be helpful to me# 

I am familiar with the material in printed publications such as 
Sylvester Crosby*8 «Karly Coins of America**, Kontroville Dicke- 
son’s •’American Humismatic Manual**, Norman Bryant’s «*fhe New 
Haven Hint”, and your publication of Bronson’s work in Volume I 
of your papers. Wroth’s revision of “Abel Buell of Connecticut” 
takes information only from some of the above. 

Since well-known New Haven citizens, such as «James Hlllhouse, 
Samuel Broome, Jeremiah Platt, James Jarvis, Abel Buell, and 
others were very active in the operation, I wonder whether you 
have anything in manuscripts, pictures, reports, or letters about 
the mint. 

Above all. Is there a aicrofilia of or an index of any newspaper 
of the 1765-89 period such as the New Haven Journal, the New 
Haven Chronicle, or the Mew Haven Qaaette? There must have 
been articles about the mint in the newspapers. Perhaps when 
Professor Osterwels wrote “Three Centuries of Hew Haven“, in 
1953# (he mentions the mint on page 172) he might have made 
notes of newspapers articles. 

As a hobby 1 have already had several articles and books on 
coinage published, even one on the 1767 Puglo copper coins which 
were made in Mew Haven, 

Incidentally, I would like to own a copy of Volume I of the New 
Haven Colony Historical Society papers and if you have a spare 
X would like to buy it. 


. 2 - 

Sew Haven Colony Historical Society 
Hew Haven, Conneotiont 


February 16, 1959 


I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAH 


SPH/atb 




J-faven QoJony Jiistorical Society 

114 Whitney ^^venue^ 
lyeisi) J-faven^ (Connecticut^ 


February 2li, 1959. 


Mr, Eric P, Newraan, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 

I 4 .OO V/asIiin-;ton /i'^e., 

St. Louis 2, Mo, 

Dear Mr, Nevroian: 

Vie have no nevx material regarding the Connecticut Mint to add 
to the information contained in the Crosby, Bryant and Bronson sketches. 
Volume One of our Papers is now out of print. 

No index of the local newspapers ha:-j ever been prepared, Yale 
Library may have microfilm copies and for that Information write to 
Fred Ludwig, Photographic Dep't, 

The only information we might supply, not contained in the 
articles cited, would be on the history of the property bought by 
by Samuel Broome and whereon the mint was established. 


Sin< 



HWT:aw 


Curator and Librarian, 


March 9, 1959 


New Haven Colony Historical Society 
llU Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Gentlenen: 

Thank you for your note of February 2U, 1959 with respect 
to lay inquiry concerning the Connecticut Mint. You indi¬ 
cated that you did have some information concerning the 
history of the property bought by Saauol Broome, where 
the mint was established. Mr. Bryant, in his article, 
has some data on that matter but there is nothing specific 
which mentions the mint house - only a copper store and 
a counting house. Do you have any material which mentions 
the fact that the mint house was there? 

I am also interested in knowing where Mr. Samuel Broome's 
brother-in-law and business partner in the firm of Broome 
and Platt lived. His name was Jeremiah Platt, as you 
know. 

The reason for requesting his residence is that Henry 
Meigs, a boy of about six years of age in 1788, said, 
later in life, that he lived between the Platt and Broome 
homes. Would you have some information as to the juxta¬ 
position of these various houses? 

I would also like to know where Morris Cove was in New 
Haven. The foregoing information will be helpful to me 
in my research, 

I am now reading microfilms of the various Connecticut 
newspapers and hope that items with respect to the mint 
can be located. 

Thank you, very much, for your cooperation, I will be 
pleased to send you a copy of my work when it is finished. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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THE PENNSIL?AHIA GAZETTE Atig. 1, 178? 

New lork July 26, 1787 

It seems that the copper act of this state has caused a general 
convulsion in the whole mass of that minor specie of coins in several 
of the states, particularly those in our vicinage. In Connecticut they 
now pass at various rates, and base metal frequently rejected; their 
own coinage has the preference. At New Jersey the value of coppers 
varies from twenty to thirty for a shilling, notwithstanding an act 
of that state, in June 1786, permitting the coinage of coppers, 
to the amount of ten thousand pounds, enacting, that said coppers 
should pass in payments, or exchange at the rate of fifteen to the 
Jersey Shilling. Another act, passed at Burlington on the itth of 
June, 1787, that after the 20th day of July (instant) no copper, 
except the coinage above mentioned, shall pass in payment or exchange, 
under the forfeiture of ten times the nominal value of the sum so 
offered, to be recovered by action of debt by any person who will 
sue for and recover the same, with costs of suit, to and for his own 
use; From this source the greater part of the copper grievance in ^ 
that state, is doubtless derived. Pennsylvania, Massachusetts St C 4 ^^^ 
and even Nova-Scotia have taken the alarm, bearing a strong pre¬ 
sumption, that poor COPPER will finally be excluded the privilege 
of roving in any part of the continent. 


6/8/59 
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THE LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 

COLUMBIA i:igso\iri Historical SocietT 
for your 

In response to your request, we are glad to send yoH today by 
■©xpriess: 

mail the books listed below. They should be returned 

prepaid not later than...Iiarch JO.Please use the return 

label sent to you with the books.and remit postage, 

Connecticut Coui’ant, Oct. 29, 176ii-J^ec, 31, 1792. 

5 reels of microfilm* 


Form 17 


Mrs. Harry Rubey, Head 
Reference Department 



February 2^, 19^9 


University of Missouri Library 
Columbia, Missouri 

Gentlemen: 

I understand that you have a microfilm of the 
Hartford Courant from 176U through 1792. 

I am doing some research work in connection 
writing an article on the subject of Connecticut 
copper coinage during the period from 1783? through 
1789 and would like to review the newspapers for 
that period in order to determine additional facts. 

Would you be kind enough to tell me whether the 
years I desire could be loaned to me either dir¬ 
ectly or through inter-library loan. I am Treasurer 
of the Missouri Historical Society and could have 
them borrow the microfilm for me. I will be fully 
responsible for it and would appreciate your 
cooperation very much. 

Would you let me know how this can be arranged. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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then proceeded to the confideration of this report, 
but not having time to go through the fame, ad’ 
jiiirned. 


rii-C onnecticut Journal. 

MefT. Greens, 

T he bidden and merited death of Ceppers, mufi 
be gratifying to the csnamercial intereft of this 
fiate, which has long been burthened with that un- 
weildly medium. I vviQi that the farmers andindiir 
firious poor nsay have fuch timely notice of this e- 
vent, as to prevent their being impofed upon bv the 
pitiful rafcality of thofe vermin called Takers' 

■ Coppers tire now paffing in New-York at fixty-four 
for a {hilling lawful money, and very dull at that- 
and in this place, at five and fix for a pennv, and no 
large, quantity received (even at that rate) than is 
abfohueiy neceflary for change. T am informed from 
fubllantial .auth.nrity, that a confidcrable ouantiry of 
Coppers htive been purchafed up in this town, Vmcc 
their depreciation, at a very low price, and carried 
into the country, with a view of the imfuf. 

ptcious farmer with them, at the rate of twenty-fe- 
ven to the {billing. How far perfons concerned in 
negociating this bufinefs havt moralized upon the 
iniquity of knoimnply palTing counterfeit money, I 
fhall not prefume to determine—Perhaps their con- 
Jciences will point the fword of jufiice to their own 
cars-, and thus by anticipating a piinifnment due to 
fuch conduft, appeafe the indignation of every ho¬ 
ned man, and the dupes of fuch illiberal policy. 

New-Kaven, July 28, 1789. ^ I S. 

LONDON, May 7.. 

It is expe^ed that the next mails 'from Holland 
will bring us fome definite news of the late confpiian 
tors now in confinement at Copenhagen. 

Shields, who kept the tavern there, has been 
found guilty of being concerned in the plot. O’- 
Brien has confelTcd nothing, and has only given 
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UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS, Inc. 

TELEPHONE: NORMANDY 2-4483 CABLE ADDRESS: "MICROFILMS" 

313 N. FIRST STREET, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 


3 March 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Assistant Vice President 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your letter of February 25. We do 
not have the CONNECTICUT GAZETTE on microfilm and 
we cannot determine who has a negative of this 
newspaper. It would be valuable if we knew where 
you obtained your information that we had this on 
microfilm and perhaps this would help us trace the 
owner of the negative. 

We do not ordinarily lend negative microfilm, but 
rather furnish positive copies for sale. 

Sincerely yours, 

UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS, INC. 



Stevens Rice 


sr/h 




February 2^, 1959 


University Microfilms 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Gentlemen; 

In connection with some research I am doing in con 
nectior, with writing an article on the copper coin 
age of Connecticut (1785-1789) I would like to 
deterin:ne whether there are any comments on the 
subject in the current newspapers. I understand 
that you have a microfilm of the Connecticut 
Gazette, 1786 through 1768. I would like to know 
how I could arrange to b orrow it. The Missouri 
Historical Society, of which I am Treasurer, will 
be glad to borrow it for me on inter-library loan 
if that is more desirable. I will be fully respon 
sible for it. Would you be kind enough to let me 
know how this matter can be arranged. 

I assume there is no index on this microfilm but 
if there is would you be kind enough to let me 
know. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


May 6, 19^9 


University Microfilms, Inc* 

313 North First Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Attentions Mr.Stevens Rice 

Gentlemen s 

It was not until today that I atn able to respond to 
your letter of March 3, 1959. 

I had asked for the Connecticut Gazette with respect 
to an article I am writing on copper coinage. You indi¬ 
cated you did not have such a negative and that you 
would like me to give you the source of my facts, 

I now find that the proper name is the New Haven Gazette 
and Connecticut Magazine, published from February 16, 1786 
to June 18, 1789. The Library of Congress, Third Edition, 
on “Newspapers on Microfilm” indicates that you have the 
negative but does not show any positive having been made. 
Would you be kind enough to tell me if any institution 
has ordered a positive from you so that I might borrow 
it through appropriate channels. If no positive has 
ever been made, then would you advise me on the cost of 
making a positive and I will consider buying it and 
donating it to some school or library. 

Your cooperation will be most appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS, Inc. 



TELEPHONE! NORMANDY 2-4483 CABLE ADDRESS: "MICROFILMS" 


N 313 N. FIRST STREET, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 


May 20, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

Executive Offices 

400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

We have your letter of May 6 concerning the NEW 
HAVEN GAZETTE AND CONNECTICUT MAGAZINE. In our 
American Periodical Series we have February 16, 

1786 through December 4, 1788. This is available 
as positive microfilm at $15.00. Of course there 
will be a number of other items on this reel as 
well but we do not sell portions of reels since 
we do not have any way to separate a complete reel 
into smaller units. 

I do not know whether any library would lend this 
microfilm to you or not. I would think not, but I 
may be mistaken. I would think that the Library of 
Congress would have this and also the University of 
Michigan. 


Sincerely yours, 

UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS, INC. 


Stevens Rice 




SR:bh 



August 25, 1959 


University Microfilms, Inc. 

313 K. First Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Attention; Hr. Stevens Rice 

Gentlemen: 

In your letter of Kay 20, 1959, yon indicated 
that I could purchase, for $15*00, the New 
Haven Gazette and Connecticut Magazine from 
February I6, 1786 through December I4, 1788. 

I will buy it and after it has served my 
purpose I plan to give it to a library. 

I appreciate very much your kindness in advis¬ 
ing me that this is available. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


September 10, 1959 


University Microfilms 
313 North First Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Gen tiemen; 

Enclosed herewith find check for $15.00 to cover 
the positive microfilm of the New Haven Gazette 
and Connecticut Magazino from February 16, 1786 
through December li, 178.8, with other items included, 
which I ordered on August 25, 1959. 

I hope that this microfilm will be on the way very 
soon. 

Will yo$ be kind enough to check on the order and 
see what its status is. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


MISSOURI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Jefferson Memorial Building 
Saint Louis 12, Missouri 

V/arren B. Lammkrt FOrest 1-3722 

P rest den! 

The Hon. George H. Moore 
Chairman of the Board 
William S. Bf.dai, 

Financial Vice-Presidenl mroh 7, 19g9 


Instituted 1S66 

Charles van Ravenswa, 
Director 


Director, 

State Hietorloal Society of Wiaooncin 
816 State Street 
Mteidiaon, Wisconsin 

Dear Sirs 

Wo should like to borrow the Coigiectiout Jouncmir (178S-N 
1790) which we are ini'ormed is afailabXe^<^t-ypur 
library on miorofilHi> 

Will you please bo good enough to 
to US as soon as possible, and bil! 
im^lved. 


Thank you. 


You^ sincerely. 



Dorotiy A, Brookhoff 
Referenoe Librarian 


PRtVATEI.Y SUPPORTED FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD 









NICHOLAS WOOD 
REPRESENTATIVE 


CENTER 


ON THE GREEN 


university 5-3570 
university 5-8227 


STEVENS NEW HAVEN DEVELOPMENT CO., INC. 
125 Temple St, New Haven, Conn. 


March 19, 19^9 


Mr, Keith Kepley, Vice President 

Real Estate 

Edison Brothers 

Loo Washington Avenue 

St, Louis, Moo 

Bear Mr. Kepley: 

A few days ago when I spoke with you, Mr, Norman (I believe 
that's his name) requested a street map of New Haven, While not 
up-to-date, I hope the enclosed map is satisfactory. 


Yours sincerely. 



Nicholas Wood 


NW:BB 

Enclosure 


March 2$, 19^9 


Mr» N5.cholas Wood 
Center of the Oreen 
123' Temple St. 

New Haver), Conn. 

Dear Mr. Wood? 

I wish to express my appreciation for your 
sending as a New Haven snreet map. 

It was very nice for you to be so cooperative. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


March 26, 1959 


The Library Corapany of Philadelphia 
Broad and Christian Streets 
Philadelphia li7. Pa. 

Gentlemen s 

I am writing an article on Connecticut coinage and 
found the enclosed comment in the Connecticut Gazette 
of July 27, 1737. It indicates that the article is 
copied from the Philadelphia Gazetteer. This must have 
been published in the Philadelphia Gazetteer a couple 
of weeks before July 27, 1787 and I would appreciate 
it if you would be kind enough to locate it and give 
me the date of its publication, 

I would also be interested in knowing whether the 
article was signed in the Philadelphia Gazetteer and 
also in knowing whether the text is correct in the 
portion underlined in red. 

Your cooperation would be very much appreciated. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Prom The Independent G-azetteer; or, The Chronicle of Freedom. 


Philadelphia, July 16, 178? 


Mr. Osii^ald, 

A Penny of the new coinage of the state of Connecticut, has 
lately fallen into my hands, and although I am thought skilled in 
the medallic science, yet I must own that I could not decypher the 
meaning of the legends, or inscription of the piece. The emblems 
appeared to me still more extraordinary. I shall give the public 
a faithful copy of the one and description of the other, hoping 
that some antiquarian or member of our Philosophical Society, will 
favor them with an explanation. 

On one side of the medal, a head encircled with a civic crown, 
with this legend: AUCTOPI:CONNEC: 

On the reverse a woman with dishevelled hair, holding a nosegay 
in her dexter hand, and a constable's staff in her sinister, sitting 
on something I could not well discern, but resembling upon the whole 
the famous Britannia stamped upon the English pennies, with the leg¬ 
end: INDE: ETIIE—And on the exergue, 178?. 

The device of this piece of money, I understood very well to be 
a silly and servile Imitation of British pence; the head might stand 
for King George, or Governor Greswold, and the woman for Britannia 
or Connecticutia—but the inscriptions, I must own, are above my un¬ 
derstanding.-0 i Imltatores, servum pecus i 


Martinus Scriblerus 
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April 2, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


SSr* i.. ,"s 


I hope this will answer your query, 


S^cerely, 




Lillian Tonkin 
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Mr*!Jor?nan Bryant 
1 Old Orchard Road 
North Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Normans 

isn*t it possible .for you to find out where Mr.Broome and Mr. 
Platt lived and where the Meigs family lived? This would be 
most helpful to me as I am now well on the road to solving 
some of the curiosities of Connecticut coinage. 



I have solved the mysteries of Bronson's statement about 20 
shillings to the pound. Bronson merely quoted an advertisement 
which indicated that full value would be given to Connecticut 
coppers and the i^ord "pound” was not "weight” but the equiva¬ 
lent of 20 shillings (similar to 100 cents on the dollar). 

I am now beginning to wonder whether "copper store" as written 
on one of the buildings in the Broome setup and "counting house" 
on the other, might have had no connection with the mint what¬ 
soever, and that the was to sell copper utensils, 

( etc. and that the "c ounx^f^Tiouse^^wa s merely the bookkeeping 
department. 

Would you also tell me where in the world Westville is or was 
as I now have acquired a modern city map of New Haven and would 
like to locate it. 

I will be most grateful for your cooperation as I have really 
accumulated much new information on the matter. 

I believe the historical society is trying to find the location 
of these houses and I would appreciate it if you would ask them 
what progress they have made. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 
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Connecticut Gazette 
New London 


July 27, 1787 


From the Philadelphia Gazetteer 
Mr. Oswald 

A Penny of the new coinage of the State of Connecticut has 
lately fallen into my hands and altho' I am thought skilled in the 
medallic science, yet I must own that I could not deeypher the 
meaning of the legends, or inscriptions of this piece. The emblems 
appeared to me to be still more extraordinary - I shall give the 
public a faithful copy of the one and description of the other, 
hoping that some antiquaries or member of our Philosophical Society 
will favor them with an explanation. 

On one side of the medali a head encircled with a civil crown 
with this legend AUGTOFI:GONNECs 

On the reverse a woman with dishevelled hair, holding a nosegay 
in her dexter hand, and a constable's staff in her sinister, sitting 
on something I could not discern, but resembling upon the whole the 
famous Britannia stamped upon English pennies, with the legends 
INDEsETiIIP - and on the exergue, 1787, 

The device of this piece of money I understand very well to 
be a silly and servile imitation of British pences the head might 
stand for King George or Governor Griswold and the woman for Britannia 
or Connecticutia - But the inscriptions, I must own are above my 
understanding, 01 iraitatores, servant pecusl 


Connecticut Journal July 28^,1789 
For the Connecticut Journal 
Mess.Greens, 

The sudden and merited death of Coppers must be gratifying to the 
Gommercial Interest of this State which has long been burthened 
with that unweildy medium. I wish that the farmers and industrial 
poor may ha^e such timely notice of this event, as to prevent 
their being imposed upon by the pitiful rascality of those vermin 
called Takers-in- Coppers are now passing in Mew-Tork at sixty-four 
for a shilling lawful money, and very dull at thatj and in this 
place, at five and six for a penny and no larger quantity received 
(even at that rate) than is absolutely necessary for change. I am 
informed frora substantial authority, that a considerable quantity 
of coppers have been purchased up in this town, since their depre¬ 
ciation, at a very low price, and carried into the country, with 
a view of inlisting the unsuspicious farmer with them, at the rate 
of twenty-seven to the shilling. How far persons concerned in 
negotiating this business have moralised upon the iniquity of know¬ 
ingly passing counterfeit money I shall not presume to determine. 
Perhaps then consciences will point the sword of justice to their 
own earsj and thus by anticipating a punishment due in such conduct, 
appease the indignation of every honest man, and the dupes of 
such illiberal policy. 


New-Haven July 28, 1789 
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The Connecticut Journal 


6/27/87 to 7/11/87 


COPPERS 
are received at 
Drake & Todd’s 

Retail Store, as usual 


(See news item about N.I,trouble) 
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May 1, 1959 


Miss Doris £• Cook 
Connectiowt State Library 
Hartford 15, Conn, 

Dear ?4is8 Cookt 

I have been working steadily on the conclusions to be 
drawn frora the fascinating data you found for me with 
respect to the Connecticut Mint operation, I now would 
like to find the record of the General Asseiably of the 
State of Connecticut for the latter part of 1788 and 
the early part of 1789, I aw unable to find this in 
a publication in St, Louis. The public records of 
Connecticut (state) seem to stop in 1781 and I aw wonder¬ 
ing if they are published in sows book I have not located, 
I aw particularly interested in the fact that very late 
in 1788 Treasurer Lawrence's books were ordered audited 
by the Assembly and that on January lU, 1789 Lawrence 
resigned. The investigation of the mint was also ordered 
in January of 1789. 

Would you let we know where I should look and if the 
material is not published I will order appropriate photo¬ 
stats of the records. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPMIATB 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE LI BR ART 
Capitol Avenue • Hartford 15 , Connecticut 


May 4, 1959 


Mr. Eric Nevnnan 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis S, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

In reply to your letter of May 1, the public 
records of the colony and state of Connecticut have been 
printed up through 1799. Volume VI includes 1788 and Jan¬ 
uary of 1789, and I am sending this volume to you on loan; 
if you find that you need the following volume, just let 
us know. We shall expect return of the book in about a 
month. 


lours very truly. 


Doris E. Cook 
Archivist 
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May 6, 19^9 


Connecticut Historical Society 
1 Elizabeth Street 
Hartford 5, Conn. 

Gentlemen: 

I am doing some research- for the purpose of 
writing an article on the coinage of copper at 
the Connecticut Hint, 1785/89. I notice that 
the New Haven Gazette and Connecticut Magazine, 
published during most of that period, is in your 
library. Mr.Brigham’s bibliography on early 

American newspapers states that indices were 
provided for yolumes 1, 2,and 3« Would you be 
kind enough to tell me whether these indices 
were included in the newspaper or whether they 
are separate, and under what date they were 
issued. That would be of tremendous help to me. 

I would also like to know whether you know of 
any libraries or institutions which have a posi¬ 
tive of the microfilm of this newspaper, the 
negative of the microfilm being indicated in 
the Library of Congress data as being at the 
University Microfilms. 

Your cooperation will be most appreciated. 


Sincere-ly yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Please substitute this for 
page one of the other letter. 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


May lU, 1959 


Miss Doris E.Cook, Archivist 
Connecticut State Library 
Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 15, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cooki 

I am very grateful for Volume 6 of The Public Records of 
Connecticut which has been duly returned. I think I should 
see Volume VII, also, if you would be nice enough to loan 
it to me • 

Do you have, in the archives, the map of New Haven, drawn 
by Amos Doolittle? It contains a picture of the mint build- 
ing and I would like to have a photostatic enlargement made 
of the section from the harbor up to Wooster Street and from 
Franklin Street to Wallace Street. Please advise nss of the 
cost and I will be glad to forward it* 

I hesitate to ask you to look at the records any more, but 
the new information which I learned from the Public Records 
narrows the area in which an entry or so must have been made. 
In the ledger for 1789 you found an entry of June 27 in which 
a receipt for coppers weighing 8l3-3/ii pounds was issued to 
John Lawrence, the former Treasurer. This entry was marked 
"carried forward" (page 168) and apparently there are one or 
more previous entries, John Lawrence resigned as Treasurer 
of Connecticut due to criticism and charges of misappropria¬ 
tion on January lU, 1789 and the new Treasurer must have given 
the former Treasurer a receipt for the copper coins then in 
the Treasury.Between January lU and June 27 there must be 
one or more entries. You already found an entry on February 11 
in the Waste Book whereby a receipt was given for other copper 
coins on" Hand', tou will also recall that you found in the 
Waste Book a payment by the mint company on February 9* 1789® 
’Thus, if you can scan the January iH, 1789 to June 27, 1789 
period and pick up some additional entries other than the ones 
on February 9 and February 11 relating to coppers, I would be 
most grateful. As you know, we have never located a payment 
by the mint operators in April, May, or June, 1789, which 
should be there. 





May 111, 19^9 


- 2 - 

Miss Doris S. Cook, Archivist 
Hartford, Conn, 


Through the information you have located I have gone on to 
read all of the Connecticut newspapers of the period and am 
finally piecing together the difficulty which Connecticut had. 
Coppers depreciated in nearby New York but Connecticut coppers 
held stead until the end of 1788, Coppers collapsed in Connect¬ 
icut almost at the same time the Treasurer was found to be 
inaccurate in his records and thus the entire matter was put 
under investigation. 

Thank you, again, for your helpfulness. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 
Capitol Avenue • Hartford 15, Connecticut 


May 18, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Nevmian 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Nevvman; 

In answer to your letter of May 14, I think I may have found the entry 
which you particularly want; at all events, I have found four which I believe 
you have not had previously. They are as follows: 

Dr. Jedidiah Huntington, Esq. late Treasurer in Acct. of Specie with the 
state of Connecticut. 

1789 To Gash d'd him by Jolin Lawrence Esqr. 3273. 2. 3j 

To - ditto in Coppers 19. 2. 2 

3292. 4. 5| 

(This is in a thin pamphlet of ledger sheets; on the same page with the above 
is this entry: "To John Lawrence Esqr. for 813 f lb. coppers -(no amount given).) 

2. In paper-covered Waste Book for 1789: 

Under January 22, 1789 

Received of John Lawrence Esqr. late Treasurer Money arising on the 
Interest of the Apr.3-9 July 1/ Tax 1782 1381. 10. 10 

gave my Rect for the above Sum, part received in Coppers at the 
Rate of 3 for 2, etc. (the rest was in quarters) 

3. Under June 26th 1789 

Received of John Lawrence, Esqr. late Treasurer 4 Casks said to contain 
813 f coppers for which I have signed dupliEa,te Rects. 


1 Cask ^ 209| 16 

1 - D 210 10 

1 - D 151 11 

1 - B 210 10 

860|d(?) 47 Tare 

47 

815|D(?) 


4. Receipt in paper-0overed Waste Book for 1789 

Under Feb. 7, 1789 (similar to that under Feb.6) 

If you wish copies of these, the charge will be |.40 each; our mini¬ 
mum charge is $1.00. 



With regard to Amos Doolittle's map of New Haven, I find that 
we seem to have here only small facsimiles, and on them I have not 
located the mint - that is, not so labeled - or the streets which you 
mention. A bibliography of Connecticut maps indicates that original 
copies of the 181£ map are at the Connecticut Historical Society here 
in Hartford and at the lale University Libraryj the latter would be 
able to supply a copy, if this is the map you need. The bibliography 
also states that the original plates for the map are in the custody 
of the New Haven Colony Historical Society, 114 Whitney Avenue, New 
Haven. 

Volume VII of the State Records is being mailed out for your 


use, 


Yours very truly. 



Doris E. Cook 
Archivist 



May 21, 19^9 


Miss Doris E, Cook 
Connecticut State Library 
Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 15, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cooks 

Enclosed herewith is my check for $1,60 for photo¬ 
stat copies of the four items set forth in your 
letter of May 15, 1959. 

I cannot comment on same until I see them as I do 
not understand the remark in item No, 2 that 
”the rest was in quarters,” 

You certainly have found one item which I was look¬ 
ing for particularly, and I thank you for your help. 

As to the map, I will obtain that from New Haven. 

lours very truly. 


EPNjdv 
Enc . 
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June 23, 1959 


Mr*118ton Q,Bradfield 
P.0,Box 3li91 
Chicago 5h, Illinois 

Dear Bradi 

At the request of Leo G,Terry, Chairman of the 
Papers Committee, I wish to advise you that I 
plan to turn in an article entitled '‘THE BRIGHT 
SIDE OF COKMSCTICDT COPPERS". 


Sincerely yours. 


Erie P,Newman 


SPN/atb 

CCj 

Mr, Leo G. ferry. Chairman 
Papers Committee 
335 S,Dearborn St, 
Indianapolis 1, Indiana 


WM. F. HASSE. jR. 
MANSFIELD GROVE ROAD 
EAST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


Ju].y 6, 1959 


■ 'r. Eric P. Newian 
40'' 9*'ashington Avenue 
St. Louis 2 , Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your order for my book. 

I suppose you've read Henry Bronson's article in the 
New Haven Historical Society Papers, Vol. 1, 1365 on the 
New Haven Mint. Norman Bryant, 205 Church Street, New Haven, 
has done a good job on this rrant's history. He probable can 
help you ir.ore than I. 

On counterfeiting, the Statute Laws of Connecticut, Book 1, 
Hartford, 1308 lists penalties on bills and coins; pp. 194-196. 
Also Statutues of Connecticut, May, 1821, pg. 156. 

I wish you success on your article and hope 1 may have 
the opportunity to read it. 



July 6, 19^9 


American Antiquarian Society 
Wrocester 9, MaBsachusette 

Gentlemen* 

I prcBurae that you received, for your library, the 
monograph published by the American Numismatic 
Society entitled "The Secret, of the Good Samaritan 
Shilling", 

Now that I have completed this work I have started 
on a matter Involving Connecticut Coinage, 


You, apparently, have a nice file of the New Haven 
Gaaette and Connecticut Kagazine (1786 through 1789)» 

In your publication on Early American Newspapers 
you state that there is an index of the first three 
volumes and T am very anxious to know where that 
index is. If you have a copy of that Index would 
you let me know. If the index is in some other 
library, perhaps you know where it can be found, 

I will be very grateful for your information. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. HEVHAN 


E?N/atb 



July 13, 1959 


Mr«Clifford K.Shipton, Librarian 
American Antiquarian Society 
Worcester 9, Mass* 

Dear Mr.Shipton: 

Thank you for your very nice letter concerning "The 
Secret of the Good Samaritan Shilling"* At least 
my work cleared up for Massachusetts a thorn in the 
side of its fascinating coinage. 

If you happen to have the last number of the New 
Haven Gazette and Connecticut Magazine for each year 
containing the index, would you be kind enough to 
look at them and see if there is any reference to 
any of the following headings* 

Mint 

Coppers 

Coins or coinage 
Counterfeiting 
Exchange Tables 
Foreign Exchange 
Money 

Would you let me know. I will very much appreciate 
your helpfulness. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. KBWMAH 


August 2$, 1959 


Mr.Clarence S. Brigham 
American Antiquarian Society 
Worcester 9, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Brigham: 

I am very grateful to you for the cooperation of your 
organization in looking through the index of the New 
Haven Gazette and finding a multitude of references 
to the coinage subjects on which I am now working. I 
have orderrd a microfilm of the New Haven Gazette and 
Connecticut Magazine from University Microfilms, Inc., 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which, apparently,has the 
period from February 16, 1786 through December Ii, 1788. 
After I have checked this I may ask you for photostats 
of yours which are not included. 

In any event, lay sincere thanks for your newspaoer 
, librarian*s help. 

Keep up your wonderful work. 


Cordially, 


EFilC P. NEWMAN 


F.PN/atb 
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The Connecticut Journal 


6/27/87 to 7/11/87 


COPPERS 
are received at 
Drake & Todd's 

Retail Store, as usual 

(See news item about NoY.trouble) 

Connecticut Journal 6 / 27/87 Connecticut Courant 6/25/87 
N.I.June 21 

“A late Act of the legislature of this State 
that coppers should pass 'twenty for a shilling after 
the first of August’ has already fully taken effect in 
this city notwithstanding the pains that have been taken to 
persuade the public to sink them gradually to that par. 

On the close of the last week and the beginning of this, it 
caused some murmurings, but they have now pretty well sub¬ 
sided, and those individuals who have suffered seem to be 
content to abide by their pecuniary losses," 
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!E BOULEVARD 


April 26, 1960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, 2, Mo. 


My dear Eric: 


I am just back from Europe and 
hasten to answer your letter. You have 
a grand idea in working on the Connecti¬ 
cut cents and certainly have my backing 
both personally and as Chairman of the 
Committee on United States coins. Any 
photographs you may want of our coins 
you are welcome to and I am sure the ANS 
will be glad to co-operate as much as 
they can. Good luck. 


Sincerely yours 



Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 
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'IHE CONNECTIGUr JOURNAL 


May 3, 17^6 


GoDDers Wanted 

Twenty Shillings on the Pound, one 
Half in Grold or Silver, the other 
in GOODS, at the lowest Gash Price, 
will be given for Gopners issued 
from the MINT in New-Haven, by 
WETMORE & SHERMAN 


™e CONNECTICUT JOURNAL June 25, lygg 

PHILADELFHIS, June Ig 

The public are hereby informed, that a considerable number of 
BASE HALF JOHANNES have lately been brought to this city from the 
State of Massachusetts, and it is said they have been imported there 
from the West-Indies, 

They are well done as to pass on those not constantly in the 
receipt of gold, and well acouainted with the genuine pieces thev 
renresent, - The weight of some is barely nine pennyweights - of 
others, ^ne pennyweights two grains and ninepennyweights three 
graj^. - They have not been cut, and look fresh, through bearing 
date 1771, 1776, 1777. The figures expressing the dates in all 
of them are longer, and not so strongly marked; the hair on the 
back of the head is much coarser, and the piece feels rather thicker 
than the genuine Half Joe. 


THE CONNECTICUT JOURNAL July 29, I7g9 

For the Connecticut Journal. 

Mess. Greens, 

The sudden and merited death of Coprers .must be gratifying to 
the Commercial Interest of this State, which has long been burthened 
with that unweildy medium. I wish that the farmers and industrious 
poor may have such timely notice of this event, as to prevent their 
being imposed upon by the pitiful rascality of those vermin called 
takers -in.—Gophers are now passing in New-York at sixty-four for 
a shilling lawful mon^, and very dull at that; and in this place 
at five and six for a penny, and no larger Quantity received{even’ 
at that rate) than is absolutely necessary for change. I am informed 
from substantial authority, that a considerable quantity of coppers 
have been purchased up in this town, since their depreciation at 
a very low price, and carried into the country, with a view of 
inlisting the unsuspicious f' rmer with them, at the rate of twenty- 
seven to the shilling. How far persons concerned in negociating 
this business have moralized upon the iniquity of knowingly passing 
counterfeit money , I shall not presume to determine. —Perhaps their 
consciences will Point(etc. etc. etc.) 


CIVIS. 















